02/20/05 PREPARATION TIME
M atthew 3: 1-12

INTRO: Odd that we arein aportion of scripture not far from the “Christmas story”. As| reflect on a
number of things from Jesus birth account, | an moved by the similarities to today, but aso the renewed
opportunities. Matthew chapter two, tells usthat the chief priests and scribes knew exactly where Jesus
was to be born, but they were working with Herod over that information. They were not prepared for the
event. They knew dl aout God, but they had no revelation from God. Scriptures aretruth but they can
only make adifferencein lives by God intimately reveding Himsef to theindividua as truth. Jesus said:
“I am the way the truth and thelife”. Fact is, Heisn’t functioning as that for many. Listening, hearing,
seeing, are spiritua matters. | need to “understand” (oida) and to KNOW, (gnosko). What is God
preparingin my life? Am| ready for His revelation? How can | be prepared? Not all peopleare
prepared the sameway, but as | look, the components of preparation arethere for everyone.

THE SETTING
Setting means awhole lot moreto methan region. It means at least, if not much more,...God’s timing
and God’s place. Thosetwo things are heavy on me, heavy. We hear phrases like “the fullness of time”,
“that it might befulfilled,” “the gppointed time,” and many others. | wonder how many things get
destroyed, because we didn’t understand God’s timing, and how many things of blessing comeinto our
life, becauseit is “His Time’. Becareful. Remember how Abraham was gven apromise by God for a
son? Not just ason, but aNATION. Do you recal how Sarah tried to push the promise up by devising
her own plan? Hagar, Sarah’s handmaid enters the picture and then Ishmadl is born. Ishmael and Isaac
may sound dike but they are not dike. See Ishmagl means “God hears” and | saac means “laughter”.
Interestingisn’t it. Isaacisthetrue promise and Sarah laughs, and Ishmael is man’s ideaand they say God
“hears”. How many times have weinstituted our own plans, pushed our own thoughts under the guise of
“thisis God’s idea?” When God devises aplan, al the pieces arein place. All of the preparations for it to
be accomplished are set. We had been speaking of theyear of jubilee. Jesus saying “this day isthis
scripture fulfilled in your ears”. Beforethat happened, there were events that had to happen. Joseph and
M ary had to be prepared by God. Zacharias and Elizabeth had to be prepared. And theway for the Lord
had to be prepared. So our story begns.

THE PLACE

M atthew 3:1 In those day s John the Baptist came preachingin the wilderness of Judea, .. When wetie
thisverseto thelast verse we seethat Jesus is settled in Nazareth, accordingto the prophets and now “In
those day s” comes John. And where does He enter to make the big splash announcement for Jesus? In
thewilderness. Now someday | may just do awhole study on wilderness sinceit seems like such familiar
territory to us a times. Wilderness here means: er'-ay-mos; lonesome, that is, (by implication) waste
(usually as a noun, - desert, desolate, solitary, wilderness. Why of al things would the messenger of the
Lord make his startling announcement in this area. The wilderness of Judeawas west of the Dead Seaand
certainly not apopulated center. Not agreat placeto start achurch if you want alot of response. But
isn’t it just like God to pick the most unlikely settingto perform Hiswork. What if the greatest
announcements of your lifeareto come not out of your activity, but out of awilderness you have been in?
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And what if that wilderness was God’s gppointed place to spesk Himsdf into your life? The placethat
begns the birthing of His plan and dream for y ou.
THETIME

M atthew 3:1 says “Inthose Days”. What days? God’sdays. Thereis perfect timingin God. Johnis
filled with the Holy Spirit in thewomb. Heis drivento the wilderness in the day s selected by God
Himsdf. Theright message in the wrong place can bring disaster. Thewrong messagein any place will
bring disaster. Weneed God’s message, in God’s time, and in God’s place. No wonder Jesus said | say
only what my Father saysand | do only what | seemy Father doing. | want to livelikethat. Jesuswas
living right where He was supposed to beliving, because His father Joseph was told by God exactly
whereto go. | want that in my lifedso.

THE SPEAKER
John the Baptist. Aninteresting character to be sure. Weknow he grew up in the hills of Judah, and that
his parents both walked righteous before God. (Luke 1:6). We have this angdic prophecy surrounding
him:
Luke 1: 14-16: your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will
have joy and gladness, and many will rgoice at his birth. 15 For hewill be great in the sight of the Lord,
and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, seven from his
mother ’'s womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israd to the Lord their God.(NKJ) and
something similar is said about him as it was Jesus: Luke 1:80 So the child grew and became strong in
spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his manifestation to Israel. Not last minute, in the deserts until
hisM ANIFESTATION!
We know from verse 4 of M atthew 3, that he was clothed in camel’s hair and had aleather belt around his
waist.. Now, thisis not the guy that | want to picture as usheringin the Kingdom. 1’m not sure about
wild honey, but locusts is not on our dinner menu today, | don’t think. And he came preaching. Thisis
defined by Strong’s as: kay-roos-so: to herad (as apublic crier), especidly divinetruth (the gospel) -
preach (-er), proclam, publish. Thayer says: this was almost always done with a gravity, formality and
authority that must be listened to. NOW M ORE IM PORTANTLY perhaps, why him? Why this John?
Widl, verse 3 tdls us why. Matthew 3:3 - For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet | saiah, saying:
(ref. 1saiah 40:3) You seeit had to bethis man. God had ordained it hundreds of years before, so it had to
happen. Can you seethe mess if someone esetried to be Him? | wonder what we look like when wetry
to be someone or somethingwe are not, especialy how do welook to God? Weread that Elijah was a
hairy man with aleather belt around him. We read this about John: Luke 1: 17 - He will also go before
Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the father s to the children,” and the disobedient
to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Thisis not John tryingto spesk
like Elijah. Thisisamessenger sent forth by God, at God’s time, in God’s place. This ministry thingis
very sacred. Tryingto be somethingyour not isjust adelay of God’s purposein your life. John the
Baptist was NOT Elijah! Hewas not the messiah! Hewas afollower of one and aforerunner of the
other. Asfar as| can determine, his ministry lasted about six (6) months. | mean his preaching did.
Because heresponded to God his ministry is still going. God’s purpose, God’s person, God’s place. It is
that simple. Revdation of thisinyour lifewill not invade dl of your other business. Usudly, not
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aways, you will see, and fed and hear what He sees and fedls and hears, only because you have been in
His chamber, lovingHim.

1. Canyou nameaplaceinyour life or those closeto you that feds like awilderness?
2. Tdl astory of God’s timingin accomplishing somethingin your lifethat you did not seeat the time?
3. How areyou different than those who do not know a persona relationship with Christ?

4. Whereareyou going a this time of you wak with the Lord, or what is drivingyour relationship with
Him?



