REMAKING A MAN, RENEWING AMIND - (PART | SERM) July 10, 2005
STUDY OF PETER - JOHN 1: 32-42; ROMANS12:1-2; TEXT JOHN 1:42:INTRO: Believingin Jesus and
getting “into” Him” and He “into” you are two totally different things. Having aheart filled with desire,
without anew mind of devotion seems contradictory to me. There seems to be aconsiderable gap between the

initial “following” of Jesus, and the later “flow” of Him in their lives. I’'m really convinced more and more of
the difference in the “talk” and the “walking of Jesus” in Christians. We are goingto find that alot of people
who have sincere desire for Christ keep falling. Interestingthat welike quick fixes, instant perfection,
overnight maturity. Yet it isjud as digurbingthat we neg ect the need for achange of mind as well as achange
heart. What fills your mind right now? What areyou filling it with? What if your complete transformation

today was not some new emotiona experience or high, not ashalow wish for God to fix “things” in your life,
but awhole new mind-set, awhole new destiny. What if your lifewas to betotaly changed, not from the
outside, but theinside out? What if thethings you desperately hold on toslipped away andyou suddenly loved
thethings Heloves? What if in fact you had His mind-set? How isthat accomplished? Only, onlyin the
scriptures do we find those answers. Jesus had more reason to operate out of gfts and authority and power

and positionthan anyone...yet He, the Son of God always based His existence, His actions, and His service on
PRAYER (intimacy with the Father), and THE SCRIPTURES. T oo often we want things to hgppen without
prayer, without “searching the scriptures”... for it is in them we have eternal lif e reveded. We cannot and must

not be stirring up dfts and offices, without girringup asolid foundation of scripture. Wearenot better &t this

than Jesus. If He lived on prayer and “it is written”, we can do no less. I’'m weary of the study of scripture
taking aback seet to every other thingin the body building of a church. | wonder sometimes if Bible studies
should not be the largest crowds a church has of believers. I just wonder... that’s all.

THE SNAPSHOT OF PETER
In M athew 14: 28-33this man walked on water... | likehis steppingout. In Luke5: 1-11 He casts his fishing

nets on the ather side of the boat at the request of Jesus...| like his willingness to try somethingthat seems

useless. In M athew 17: 1-4 he wants to make ashrine for Jesus and the prophds... | like his enthusiasm. In
M athew 18: 21 he asks how often we should forgve,,, | like his desireto do theright thing. In M atthew 16:

15-25 [ love his revelation that “Jesus IS the Christ”. And yet, his walkingon water seems like some Christian
activity without the mind of Christ. His casting nets on the ather side seems likethetimeswe arewillingto

listen after we have lost everything. His desire to build three tabernacles seems to miss the point of enjoying
the presence of God, his question on forgveness seems to be rules without the Rulers heart. And his revelation
of Christ seems to not overcome his own fleshly desires. It seems his sincerity does nat overcome his patterns,
style or mind-set.

THESTYLEOF PETER
In M athew 16: 15-25 after Peter says “thou art the Christ” Jesus announces that His, yes, even His life must die




for eternd lifeto come. Jesus must follow the scriptures totheir fulfillment. Peter says “noway, this will not

happen to you” and Jesus has to tell Peter his thinking is the world’s thinking. I am bothered by Peter’s style.
In M athew 26: 26-45 Peer says “ I will die for you™ and then fell asleep duringapray er meeting called by
Jesus. In John 13:8 when Jesus iswashing feet to show what the Christian lifeis red ly about, Peter says,

“pever shall you wash my feet”. Jesus responds with the fact that He hasto serve... that’s what the Scripture

calls Him, “the suffering Servant”. In Matthew 26: 58, we are told that Peter followed “at adistance” the events
of Christ’s life near the end. We all like to be in the middle of miracles, but not in the middle of the other
praophecies of Jesus. That’s when crowds go away, when the getting stops and the gving starts. Duringthis
time the man, Peter, who said He would die for Jesus, denied Him three different times. One of the Gospds,
John, records that beforethis... Peer had cut off the ear of M dchus, who waswiththose who were capturing

Jesus. Hewas willingto fight for an earthly kingand kingdom, but not for aheavenly one. Yes, | anredly
bothered by Peter’s style at these points.. probably because it seems all too familiar. There are so many who
will bless if it seems they will be blessed, but will walk away if they can’t see what’s in it for them. | take heart
in Luke 22:31 where Jesus says “Satan really wants you Peter, but [ am praying for you”. He tells Peter “When
you are converted, strengthen your brothers”. WHAT IS IT THAT HAS TO BE CONVERTED? Interesting
guestion. Peter had cast out demons, hedled the sick, seen theraising of L azarus, witnessed the 5000 fedin a
miracle of Christ, seen the transfiguration... and yet, needed to be converted? You may be have been baptized,
confirmed, dedicated. M aybeyou clam to be born again, filled with the Spirit, ddivered from bondage and

yet...yourstyle of life doesn’t show much change. We find that the answer to Peter’s need in scripture, is your

answer too. Thestarting point is clear. Respond to His call for you to start a new journey with Him. Leave
your past sins, failures, pain, and even temporary success behind. Areyou willing to start down a whole new
road? Aroad whereyour mind-set, your patterns, your life style, and yes your destiny is under a whole new
control? Itisnotawideor broad road. Thisisaroad far less traveled, but REAL peace, joy, and fulfillment is

found in this “narrow” less traveled way...for “Jesus is the way”.

PRAYER: JESUS|I WANT TOHAVE YOUR LIFE, BECOMEMY LIFE, YOUR HEART BEMY HEART,
AND YOURMIND BEMY MIND. | WANT TO START DOWN THAT ROAD NOW...EVEN TODAY. |
WANTMY LIFESTYLETO BEA MANIFESTATION OFMY HEART. AND | WANT MY MIND TO BE
RENEWED SO MY THOUGHTS PLANSAND DREAM SARE ALL SURRENDERED TO YOUR
DESRES AMEN.

1. What does it mean to present my body aliving sacrificed? Romans 12:1

2. What is spiritua worship, (or reasonable service) ?

3. What does Jesus cdl meto that | have not seen displayed in my lifeya? John 1:42

4. What differences aretherein my God-gven persondity, and the gyle, mind-set or patterns | have
developed?

5. Do I see differences in my heart’s desires and my mind’s operation?

6. What is the difference in the kingdom of this world, and God’s Kingdom?



